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J R McKenzie Trust appoints prominent not-for-profit leader as new
Executive Director
Established charitable trust, J R McKenzie Trust, has appointed Robyn Scott as its new
Executive Director.
Ms Scott has twenty years’ experience in the community and voluntary sectors working
to improve the lives of New Zealanders. In her ten years as Executive Director of
Philanthropy New Zealand, she developed a very broad knowledge of the sector, and
propelled the organisation into a prominent national leadership role.
She further demonstrated her leadership skills as a Director at the Ministry of Youth
Development, Chief Executive of Age Concern NZ and Education Manager at the
Commission for Financial Capability. In addition to these roles she has held many
governance roles, including that of Families Commissioner, and being a member of
ACART (Advisory Committee on Assisted Reproductive Technology) and various other
Ministerial Advisory Committees.
Patrick Cummings, Chair of J R McKenzie Trust, said Ms Scott’s deep knowledge of
philanthropy, strong relationships in the sector and extensive commitment to social
causes sees her well aligned with J R McKenzie Trust.
“Robyn brings a wealth of talent and experience to the position. We look forward to
working with Robyn to make the greatest contribution possible towards our vision of a
socially just and inclusive Aotearoa New Zealand.”
Ms Scott starts in the role on 1 May. Outgoing Executive Director Iain Hines will
continue working with the Trust on specific projects, including the Peter McKenzie
Project, which is focused on reducing poverty among New Zealand children and
families.
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About the J R McKenzie Trust
The independent philanthropic trust was set up in 1940 by Sir John McKenzie, who built
up one of New Zealand’s most successful retailing operations but believed the true
value of life lay in service of others. He established the Trust to help build stronger
communities in New Zealand and it has consistently focused its charitable assistance
on issues relevant to the time, from domestic violence to child poverty.
The Trust marked its 75th anniversary in 2015 and over that period has given over $90
million to support New Zealanders in need.
http://www.jrmckenzie.org.nz

